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THE  INHERENT  SORROWS  OF  LINCOLN, 
C.  E.  AYERS. 


I  consider  it  a  pleasure  to  speak  "before  the  Womans 
Club  of  Barre ,  on  this  day  that  is  so  very  significant 
to  all  of  us .     I  am  not  a  professional  speaker,  In 
fact  I  am  not  even  a  good  talker.     That  you  will  find 
out  "before  I  have  gone  very  far. 

I  do  not  claim  to  "be  a  Lincoln  student,  or  an  authority 
on  Lincoln,  nor  can  I  claim  anything  original  from  any 
of  my  research  into  the  Lincoln  Story.     That  should  not 
"be  surprising  to  any  of  you  and  it  is  not  disappointing 
to  me,  "because  practically  every  man  that  knew  A"braham 
Lincoln  personally,  many  that  knew  him  slightly  and  a 
great  many  that  never  knew  Lincoln  at  all  have  written 
the  great  num"ber  of  "books  that  we  now  have  on  Lincoln. 

My  interest  in  A"braham  Lincoln  started  when  I  was  very 
young.     I  was  "born  in  the  northern  part  of  Vermont  not 
a  great  many  years  after  the  Civil  War  closed  and  the  . 
assassination.     There  was  a  great  many  Civil  War 
Veterans  in  the  town  and  at  all  their  gatherings,  such 
as  Camp  Fires,  Rallies  and  Flag  Raisings,  the  G.  A.  R. 
men  were  always  willing  to  talk  a"bout  the  Civil  V/ar  and 
Lincoln.     I  "became  so  impressed  that  I  made  up  my  mind 
when  (iuite  young  to  find  out  all  that  I  could  a"bout 
A"braham  Lincoln. 
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At  that  time  there  were  not  very  many  books  on  his 
life,  and  they  were  not  all  reliable.    But  as  Lincolns 
greatness  "began  to  he  appreciated  the  scholars  of  this 
country  started  research  work  and  to  print  their 
findings  and  research  work  is  still  "being  continued 
and  new  hooks  appear  each  year  extolling  his  greatness. 
How  anyone  that  "believes  in  American  principles  and 
who  has  read  the  early  and  late  "books  on  his  life,  can 
"believe  him  other  that  the  greatest  American  is  "beyond 
my  comprehension. 

This  man  whose  ancestors  were  of  the  staunchest  Kew 
England  stock,  the  Lincolns  of  Massachusetts,  if'rom 
here  some  of  Abraham  Lincolns  ancestors  went  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  in  1748,  we  find  his  Great  Great 
Grandfather,  John  Lincoln.     Selling  his  property  and 
moving  to  Virginia  and  there  in  1773,  vie  find  his 
Grandfather  Abraham,  who  in  1780,  moved  to  Kentucky, 
(Ployds  Fork)  where  he  was  killed  by  an  Indian  in 
May  1786.     He  was  considered  a  well  to  do  Pioneer  at 
the  time  of  his  death  and  left  considerable  property. 
A  family  of  five  children,  three  of  them  older  than 
Thomas,  who  was  eight  years  old  at  this  time. 
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He  continued  with  his  older  brother  Mordecai  and 
mother  for  several  years.     In  1796  he  was  on  the 
Tax  List  of  Washington  County.  The  same  year  he 
served  in  the  Militia.     In  1798  he  served  as  a  farm 
hand  for  his  Uncle  Isaac,  in  Tennesee.  In  1800,  he 
owned  land  in  Cumberland  County  and  paid  taxes.     In  • 
1801  -  1802  -  1803,  he  held  county  offices,  was 
constable  and  signed  bonds  and  petitions  and  served 
on  Juries. 

In  June  1806,  in  Beech  Forks,  he  married  Nancy  Hanks. 
Thomas  Lincoln  owned  a  farm  230  acres,  cows,  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  swine.     Could  read,  write  and  cipher, 
as  well  if  not  better  than  most  men  of  his  day.  He 
was  a  good  carpenter  and  could  build  a  house  and 
fashion  the  furniture  for  it.     He  was  a  regular  church 
attendant  and  was  abstinous.     V/as  very  genial  and  had 
more  than  average  strength.     In  fact  his  average  was 
higher  than  the  frontier  men  of  his  time. 

Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  in 
Virginia  and  her  family  moved  to  Kentucky  when  Kancy 
was  an  infant.     She  lived  with  her  Grandparents  until 
1793.    After  the  death  of  her  Grandfather  her  Grand 
mother  moved  back  to  Virginia  and  JNancy  went  with  her 


4. 


mother  who  had  married  Henry  Sparrow,  her  second 
huslDand,     She  received  the  "best  education  availahle 
of  that  community.    As  a  young  woman  she  was  very 
attractive,  intelligent  and  of  a  very  pleasing 
disposition,  a  very  virtuous  and  highly  respectable 
young  woman  and  a  social  equal  of  any  in  the  community. 
She  was  tall,  slender  and  of  dark  complection,  some 
what  melancholy,  "but  habitually  cheerful.    A  regular 
attendant  of  the  Baptist  Church,  a  good  true  christian 
woman.     She  v/as  married  to  Thomas  Lincoln,  June  "12, 
1806.     She  died  in  Indianna,  October  5,  1818. 

Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln  were  born  on  the  frontier, 
raised  on  the  frontier  and  followed  the  frontier  as  it 
moved  west.     Neither  of  them  had  the  advantages  of 
people  living  in  larger  communities,  but  they  were  a 
very  capable  couple.     Of  this  couple  the  second  child 
born  to  them  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  132  years  ago  today. 
With  his  birth  it  seems  that  inherent  sorrow  was  born 
with  him.     Perhaps  the  first  memory  of  this  boy  was  in 
1815,  when  a  third  child  was  born  to  the  Lincolns,  his 
memory  of  a  newborn  child  creating  wonder.     The  infant 
died.     The  sorrow  of  his  mother  impressed  him.  Then 
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the  sorrow  of  seeing  his  father  make  a  "box,  shut  the 
little  one  in  it  and  then  nail  dovm  the  lid,  put  the 
"box  in  the  ground  and  heap  dirt  upon  it. 

Soon  the  pioneering  "blood  in  Thomas  Lincoln  was 
working,  he  disposed  of  his  farm  in  Kentucky  and 
arranged  to  move  to  Indianna.     The  last  thing  "before 
leaving  Kancy,  took  A'braham,  and  his  sister  Sarah,  to 
the  grave  of  the  infant  and  they  shared  the  sorrow  of 
their  mother.     A"braham  was  seven  years  old  when  he 
trudged  "behind  his  father  and  mother  through  the 
wilderness  to  his  new  home  in  Indianna. 

A  shed  of  poles  with  open  front  served  as  a  home  for 
the  family  during  the  first  winter.     There  was  no 
floor  and  the  open  front  was  no  protection  from  the 
freezing  storm.     In  the  spring  a  nev/  cabin  was  "built. 
Even  v«rith  this  improvement  young  A'braham  had  only  a 
pile  of  dry  leaves  for  a  hed.     These  v/ere  very  busy 
times  for  this  boy  who  v/hen  only  nine  years  old  v/as 
expected  to  do  a  mans  work. 

The  privations  and  hardships  v/ere  more  than  Nancy 
Lincoln  could  endure.     She  was  stricken  with  Milk  Fever 
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and  died  OctolDer  5,  1818.    As  the  end  drew  near  young 
AlDraham  knelt  so'b'bing  l3eside  his  dying  mother.  She 
laid  her  hand  on  his  head,  gave  him  her  last  message 
telling  him  to  "be  good  to  his  father  and  sister  and 
all  to  te  good  to  one  another  and  to  always  worship 
Grod,    Abraham  helped  his  father  cut  the  tree,  split 
the  planks,  make  the  coffin  and  hury  his  mother, 
without  a  sermon,  prayer  or  minister.     This  was 
another  sorrow  he  remembered  as  long  as  he  lived. 

The  year  that  followed  his  mothers  death  was  not 
happy  for  young  Ate  Lincoln  and  his  sister  Sarah, 
eleven  years  old,  though  guite  competant  for  her  age 
in  running  a  frontier  home,  was  unable  to  take  her 
mothers  place.        Thomas  Lincoln  was  aware  that  this 
condition  could  not  last  and  within  a  year  of  his 
wifes  death  gathered  together  all  the  money  that  he 
could  and  leaving  the  two  children  alone  for  a  week, 
and  they  were  quite  able  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
returned  to  his  former  home  in  Kentucky,  where  he 
swiftly  v/ooed  and  won  a  widow  whom  he  knew  previous 
to  leaving  there.    He  arranged  her  affairs,  married 
her  and  took  her  and  her  three  children  to  his  home. 


This  Sarah  Bush  Johnson  Lincoln,  was  a  very  capable 
woman  well  versed  in  frontier  ways  of  living  and  had 
more  than  the  average  of  household  "belongings  which 
she  carried  to  the  Lincoln  home.     For  a  few  years  there 
was  a  new  order  of  living  for  the  Lincoln  children. 
Among  her  "belongings  was  feather  "beds  and  pillows  the 
first  that  young  Atraham  remem'bered  sleeping  on.  This 
nev/  stepmother  was  very  ©"bservant  and  sympathetic  and 
soon  knew  that  young  A"braham  should  have  an  education 
and  insisted  that  he  go  to  school,  which  he  did  for  a 
short  time  "by  walking  nine  miles  a  day.     Thomas  Lincoln 
did  not  approve  of  the  "boy  spending  his  time  learning 
to  read  and  write .    As  the  "boy  was  growing  tall  and 
strong  and  could  do  a  mans  work,  his  father  insisted 
on  hiring  him  out  to  the  neigh"bors  for  twenty  five 
cents  a  day,  which  he  claimed  and  collected  until  the 
noon  of  the  day  that  A"braham  was  twenty  one  years  old. 

His  stepmother  approved  of  and  assisted  in  his  studies 
and  reading  and  during  the  next  few  years  he  became  a 
student.     He  read  every  book  within  fifty  miles  of  his 
home  that  he  could  get  hold  of  and  it  is  said  that  he 
would  walk  all  night  to  a  place  where  he  thought  that 
he  could  borrow  a  book. 
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It  would  seem  that  young  Lincoln  did  not  have  an 
adolesent  age,  from  a  "boy  to  a  man  with  no  interim. 
In  size  the  amount  of  work  he  could  accomplish,  his 
capacity  for  ahsorhing  knov/ledge  and  the  amount  of 
knowledge  already  alDsorbed  "by  him,  placed  him  way 
beyond  his  years  of  age.     Between  the  age  of  fourteen 
and  twenty  one  he  v/as  a  good  woodsman,  a  good  farmer, 
a  good  carpenter  and  builder,  "but  he  was  not  interested 
in  this  v/ork.     He  v;as  operating  a  ferry  boat  across  the 
Ohio  River  when  he  was  seventeen  years  old.     This  he 
enjoyed.    V^Tiy?    Because  he  could  meet  different  people. 
This  was  one  of  Abraham  Lincolns  greatest  assets  through 
out  his  whole  life,  meet  people,  all  kinds  of  people  in 
all  walks  of  life . 

Every  person  that  Abraham  Lincoln  ever  met  interested 
him.     To  an  interesting  talker  he  never  tired  of  listening 

Town  meetings,  Court  Settings,  he  would  attend  all  day. 
Anyone  using  good  english  he  would  remember,    he  would 
remember  every  new  word  and  find  the  definition.  He 
had  the  faculty  of  separating  the  useless  from  the 
useful  and  absorb  only  that  of  value  to  him.    At  this 
age  he  had  a  very  searching  mind. 


While  he  was  operating  the  ferry  he  used  to  wonder  what 
was  at  the  end  of  the  trip  of  the  steamlDoats  that  passed 
up  and  down  the  river.     They  had  great  allurement  for 
him.     But  he  felt  that  his  father  had  a  claim  on  his 
wages  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  so 
he  refused  a  chance  to  go  into  a  Lav/yers  office  and 
study  "because  his  parents  were  poor  and  needed  the  money 
he  was  earning. 

The  next  year  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old  he  got  his 
chance  to  go  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans  on  a  flat 
t'Oat  at  the  wage  of  thirty  nine  cents  a  day.     The  scenes 
of  the  city  of  course  interested  hira,  but  one  of  the 
sights,  the  Slave  Auction,  the  selling  of  a  young 
colored  v/oman.     The  would  he  "buyers  were  looking  her 
over  and  examining  her  the  same  as  they  would  a  cow  or 
a  horse  that  was  "being  offered.     This  sale  of  human 
"beings  affected  him  to  the  extent  that  he  never  forgot 
it.     It  was  always  a  sorrow  and  influenced  him  the  rest 
of  his  life . 

Lincolns  sister  Sarah,  usually  called  Nancy,  for  her 
mother  married  at  eighteen  Aaron  Grisby  and  died  at 
nineteen.     Her  death  added  to  Lincolns  sorrow  as  they 
had  always  been  very  fond  and  close  to  each  other. 
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I^HS  sorrow  was  so  deep  that  he  remarked,   "V/hat  have  I 
to  live  for"    But  with  his  reasoning  pov\^er  he  analyzed 
the  cause  of  his  sorrows  and  soon  found  the  answer. 
Overwork  and  undernourishment. 

Lincoln  stayed  in  his  fathers  home  to  help  him  nearly 
a  year  after  he  hecame  of  age.     By  this  time  he  was 
well  educated. "by  his  own  efforts.    His  education  had 
not  "been  interfered  with  by  his  schooling  (as  George 
Bernard  Shaw  remarked) 

On  his  trip  down  the  river  he  stopped  at  the  town  of 
New  Salem.     He  returned  to  that  town  in  1831,  and 
hecame  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.    Here  Lincoln  had 
time  to  read  and  study  and  it  was  here  that  he  decided 
to  study  law,  and  take  up  the  profession.     It  was  here 
that  he  met  Mentor  Graham  a  school  teacher.     Graham  saw 
the  possihilities  of  Lincoln  who  had  so  much  unrelated 
information  and  it  was  he  who  taught  Lincoln  to  co- 
ordinate this  knowledge  and  express  it  correctly. 

Lincoln  soon  became  the  most  popular  and  highly 
respected  man  in  the  community.     It  was  from  New  Salem 
that  he  enlisted  in  the  Black  Hawk  V^ar,  and  after  three 
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months  campaign  he  returned  to  New  Salem.     He  sought 
election  as  Representative  and  was  defeated. 

He  returned  to  the  grocery  store  and  "became  part 
owner.     His  partner  died.     The  store  failed  because 
Lincoln  would  rather  study  law  than  to  v/ait  on 
customers.     The  failure  left  him  with  what  he  called 
the  national  deht,  "but  every  dollar  was  paid  eventually. 

The  second  time  he  "became  candidate  for  the  Legislature 
he  was  elected.     He  served  four  terms  in  the  Legislature 
and  it  was  during  this  period  that  his  Anti-Slavery 
feelings  became  most  apparent.     But  on  this  question  he 
v;as  in  a  very  small  minority.     There  was  great  agitation 
at  this  time  for  "building  railroads  and  canals  and  he 
was  in  favor  of  these  "bills.     He  also  was  the  prime 
mover  in  having  the  Capitol  changed  to  Springfield  and 
it  was  his  efforts  that  "brought  the  change. 

When  Lincoln  came  to  New  Salem  in  1831,  he  never  had 
anything  more  than  a  passing  fancy  for  any  girl  or 
young  woman.     But  there  vras  one  girl  at  least  of  unusual 
attractiveness,  she  was  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens,  James  Rutledge ,  owner  of  the  Tavern  and 
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and  part  owner  of  the  mill.     Lincoln  soon  learned  that 
this  girl  had  a  lover,  James  McKeil,  a  part  owner  in 
the  general  store  and  that  they  were  engaged  to  be 
married.    Ann  was  anxious  to  complete  her  education 
and  was  studying  with  Mentor  Graham,  as  also  was  Lincoln. 
They  naturally  became  acq.uainted  and  admired  each  other. 
McNeil  whose  home  was  in  the  East  was  called  home  on 
family  business.    Vifhen  he  left  he  said  he  would  soon 
return  and  then  he  and  Ann  would  be  married,  but  months 
passed  and  no  word  came  from  him,    Ann  Rutledge  v/as  a 
very  sensitive  girl  and  her  anxiety  was  great.  She 
went  through  the  usual  sorrow  and  as  time  passed  and 
no  news  came  from  him  she  believed  he  was  unworthy  of 
her  trust  and  her  feelings  changed. 

It  was  noticed  by  the  friends  of  Lincoln  and  remarked 
that  he  was  in  love  v/ith  Ann.     Lincoln  v/as  getting 
along  well,  he  had  been  elected  to  the  assembly,  was 
Deputy  Surveyor,  was  studing  law  and  making  progress, 
so  the  attachment  was  well  considered.     In  the  spring 
of  1835,  they  became  engaged,  Lincoln  and  Ann  Rutledge. 
When  he  finished  his  lav/  course  they  were  to  be  married. 

During  the  summer  of  1835  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
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Eilioiis  Fever  and  among  the  ones  stricken  was  Ann 
Rutledge .     During  the  outbreak,  as  was  the  custom 
in  pioneer  comm-'jjLities ,  those  who  v/ere  not  sick 
did  the  nursing.     For  nearly  a  month  Abraham  Lincoln 
had  "been  suffering  from  chills  and  fever,  keeping 
himself  going  by  large  doses  of  his  own  medicine.  As 
long  as  Ann  Rutledge  was  alive  he  persisted  in  fight- 
ing his  illness.    Ann  Rutledge  died  and  the  shock  was 
more  than  he  could  "bear  in  his  v/eakened  condition  and 
he  went  completely  to  pieces.     This  was  the  end  of  his 
most  "beautiful  hopes  he  had  ever  entertained  and  this 
seems  to  have  heen  his  greatest  sorrow.  For  several 
months  his  friends  feared  for  his  safety.    Was  he 
always  to  lose  those  that  he  loved  "best?     It  seemed  so. 
But  whatever  he  suffered  he  did  not  lose  his  hold  on 
life. 

The  next  two  years  he  worked  hard  at  law  and  polities 
and  in  1837 ,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  proved  him- 
self a  political  leader. 

Ee  moved  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield  and  "became 
connected  with  ivlajor  John  T.  Stuart,  who  was  a  man 
of  good  education,  "breeding  and  a  good  lawyer. 
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Lincoln  was  protatly  known  to  every  man  in  Sagamon 
County.     They  had  a  good  practice  and  prolDalDly  one 
of  the  best  years  that  Lincoln  had  up  to  this  time. 
This  year  he  became  more  interested  than  usual  in 
Slavery  and  he  "began  to  lecture  on  Abolition  of 
Slavery.     He  was  very  positive  and  outspoken  on  the 
question  and  never  changed  his  views. 

V/hen  Lincoln  took  up  residence  in  Springfield,  he 
soon  became  one  of  the  leading  lawyers.    He  was 
acquainted  and  friendly  with  the  socially  prominent 
families  in  Springfield  and  they  were  all  his  friends. 
He  was  welcomed  to  all  the  social  fujictions  that  took 
place  in  the  community.     One  of  the  socially  prominent 
families  of  the  town  was  the  Edwards  family.  Ninian 
Edwards  a  leading  lav/yer  was  a  son  of  a  former  Governor 
of  the  state.    A  man  of  wealth.     His  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Todd  of  Kentucky  and  the  sister  of  iviary  Todd,  who  came 
to  Springfield  to  live  with  the  Edwards'  in  1839. 

Mary  Todd  v/as  high  spirited,  accomplished  and  very  self 
confident.     Mary  Todd  had  many  suitors,  one  of  prominence 
Stephen  A.  Douglas.    But  he  soon  found  his  chance  was  out 
because  Mary  Todd  and  Lincoln  were  engaged,  before  she 


15. 


had  "been  in  Springfield  a  year.     Instead  of  this 
"bringing  joy  and  happiness  to  Lincoln,  it  "brought 
him  another  sorrow.     Mary  Todd  was  of  an  ardent 
temperment  and  was  no  doulDt  madly  in  love  with  Lincoln 
"but  she  seems  to  have  dou"bted  that  he  was  responding 
as  fully  as  he  should  to  her  whole  hearted  affection. 
The  Todds*  were  of  the  first  families,  aristocratic, 
with  a  long  line  of  noted  ancestors. 

V/hile  Lincoln  could  not  forget  his  moodiness  and 
brooding  nature,  he  underestimated  his  origin.  Of 
course  it  is  unrecorded  "but  it  is  possi"ble  that  Ivliss 
Todd  had  referred  to  the  superiority  of  her  family. 
There  arose  a  difference  "between  them  that  finally 
"broke  the  the  engagement.     This  created  a  great  sorrow 
for  Lincoln,  as  he  considered  himself  wholly  to  tlame 
for  a  wrong  he  had  done  to  Miss  Todd.     He  suffered 
through  misery  and  humiliation.    But  "being  so 
prominent  as  they  "both  were  in  the  social  acitvity  of 
the  town,  they  were  "bound  to  meet  and  through  the 
intercession  of  good  friends  their  misunderstanding 
was  settled  and  on  November  £,  1842  they  were  married 
at  the  Edwards    home . 
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Lincolns  next  line  of  thought  was,  could  he  support  a 
wife  who  was  of  a  distinguished  family?    He  had  no 
home  provided,  therefore  they  went  to  board  at  the 
Glohe  Tavern,  an  unpretentious  place  but  good  as  any 
Town  Tavern  of  the  time.     The  only  record  of  the  next 
few  months  is  that  he  was  amazed  to  find  himself  with 
a  wife  . 

The  following  l/Iay  they  were  invited  to  Louisville  to 
visit  but  could  not  accept  on  account  of  poverty  and 
of  a  coming  event.     On  August  1st.  1843,  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  was  born  in  the  Globe  Tavern.     The  difficulties 
of  living  in  a  Tavern  with  a  baby  were  many.  Lincoln 
was  working  hard  with  his  practice  of  law  and  was  in  a 
possition  January  1844,  to  contract  for  a  home  and  in 
this  home  he  lived  until  he  went  to  Washington  to 
become  President. 

The  Lincolns  had  another  boy  born  Llarch  10,  1846, 
Lincoln  v/as  working  hard  at  his  law  practice  to  make  a 
home  and  support  his  family.     One  case  brought  him 
much  publicity.     He  was  defending  two  brothers  for 
murder.     To  prove  the  innocence  of  his  clients  he  produced 
the  man  supposed  to  have  been  murdered,  alive  and  well 
in  court.     He  fought  several  fugitive  slave  cases 


successfully.     While  he  was  "busy  with  law  he  was  not 
neglecting  his  political  activities  and  kept  "building 
it  up  "by  speeches  and  papers  at  every  opportunity, 
It  v/as  quite  evident  that  he  wanted  to  get  into  public 
life.     He  did  not  just  think  about  it,  but  told  every 
friend  and  every  voter  that  he  wanted  to  go  to 
Congress.     The  best  illustration  of  this  that  I  know 
was  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,   "If  you  should  hear  any 
one  say  that  Lincoln,  doen't  want  to  go  to  Congress, 
I  wish  that  you  as  a  personal  friend,  would  tell  him 
you  have  every  reason  to  believe  he  is  mistaken". 
His  wife  was  interested  in  this  their  common  ambition. 
He  was  defeated  the  first  time  he  was  up  for  election 
and  he  resented  the  defeat  very  much  and  his  defeat 
did  not  make  his  home  life  any  more  harmonious. 

In  1846  Lincoln  was  up  again  for  Congress  and  was  elected 

In  1847  the  Great  River  and  Harbor  Convention  was  held 
in  Chicago  and  he  was  appointed  as  a  delegate.     This  v;as 
the  first  time  Lincoln  had  met  large  groups  of  men  of 
national  importance  and  he  profited  very  much  by 
measuring  himself  by  them  and  he  was  not  disappointed 
with  himself. 
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In  1847  Lincoln,  left  Sprin^rf  ield ,  to  take  his  seat  in 
Congress,     The  greatest  value  he  derived  from  serving 
in  Congress  was  from  meeting  the  great  men  of  the 
coimtry,  and  the  appraisal  he  made  of  himself.  He 
decided  that  he  measured  up  to  them,  "but  he  must  "be  a 
better  lawyer. 

Soon  after  his  return  to  Washington,  his  second  son 
Eddy,  three  and  one  half  years  old  died.     This  loss 
overwhelmed  him.     He  went  through  a  period  of  terrible 
distress.     It  v;as  soon  after  that  he  evinced  his  belief 
in  Christianity.     It  laid  the  foundation  of  a  profound 
belief  in  the  rightness  of  judgement  of  God  and  for  the 
deep  humility  that  continued  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Lincoln  v/as  studying  law  very  intensely  diiring  this 
period  of  his  practice  as  he  said  he  was  trying  to  make 
himself  eciual  to  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  time. 

There  was  a  law  case  that  caused  him  great  sorrow.  The 
Manny  &  Company  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  manufacturing 
harvesting  machinery,  v/as  sued  by  Cyrus  H.  McCormick, 
for  infringements  of  patents.     Manny  &  Company  employed 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  as  their  defense  and  Lincoln  was 
retained  by  this  company  also.    Lincoln  was  pleased  that 
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he  was  called  in  the  case.     He  studied  the  case  and 
v/as  ready  to  debate  it.     V/hen  Stanton  saw  Lincoln  he 
remarlced  and  Lincoln  overheard  it,  "  I  will  not 
associate  v.'ith  such  a  damned  gav;ky,  long  armed  ape 
as  that,  if  I  can't  have  a  man  who  is  a  gentleman  in 
appearance  associated  with  me  in  the  case,  I  will 
alDandon  it"    Lincoln  was  slighted  and  ignored  and  did 
not  get  a  chance  to  v/ork  at  the  trial.     He  was  deeply 
hurt  and  he  forgave  Stanton,  but  he  never  forgot  it. 

Lincoln  made  great  strides  in  his  study  and  practice. 
As  he  met  and  mingled  with  the  able  men  of  the  time, 
he  remarlced ,  these  big  men  are  coming  to  my  country 
and  I  am  going  to  be  able  to  meet  them.    He  was  ready 
in  a  few  years  to  meet  the  biggest  of  them  all.  He 
became  known  nationally  by  his  speech  making  on 
Politics  sind  Abolition  of  Slaves.     He  travelled  to 
Kew  England  and  Kev/  York  on  lecture  tours  and  in  1860 
was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  these 
United  States. 

His  next  great  sorrow  after  election  was  on  leaving 
Springfield  for  Y/ashington.     His  speech  of  farewell 
from  the  platform  of  his  car  to  his  neighbors  and 
friends  was  full  of  sadness  and  I  think  his  words  at 
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this  time  are  worth  repeating.     "My  friends:  no  one 
not  in  my  situation  can  appreciate  my  feeling  of  sadness 
at  this  parting.     To  this  place,  and  the  kindness  of 
these  people  I  owe  everything.    Here  I  have  lived  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  have  passed  from  a  young  to 
an  old  man.     Here  my  children  have  been  born  and  one  is 
"buried.     I  now  leave,  not  knowing  when  or  whether  I  may 
ever  return.    Y/ith  a  task  before  me  greater  than  that 
which  rested  on  Washington.     Without  the  assistance  of 
that  devine  being  v;ho  ever  attended  him,  I  cannot 
succeed.     With  that  assistance  I  cannot  fail.  Trusting 
in  him  v/ho  can  go  with  me  and  remain  with  you,  and  be 
everywhere  for  good,  let  us  confidently  hope  that  all 
will  yet  be  well.     To  his  care  commending  you  I  hope  in 
your  prayers  you  will  commend  me.     I  bid  you  an 
affectionate  farewell';     That  was  a  sorrowful  speech 
surely  from  his  heart. 

The  trip  to  Washington,  was  without  anything  tragic, 
until  nearing  Vvashington,  a  plot  was  discovered  to  mob 
the  party  and  Lincoln  had  to  enter  the  Capitol  at  night 
by  a  secret  route. 
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The  inauguration  was  carried  out  without  any  clash  of 
factions.     The  Government  as  he  took  it  over  was  in  a 
deplorahle  state.     Country  divided,  war  started,  the 
army  demoralized  hy  officers  going  to  the  Southern 
Army,  the  nations  credit  unsound,  "battles  fought  and 
lost.     On  the  casuality  list  coming  to  V/ashington, 
one  of  the  first  victims  of  the  war  was  Major  Ellsv/orth. 
He  was  killed  at  Alexandria.     Ue  was  a  personal  friend 
of  Lincolns,     He  had  the  "body  brought  to  the  V/hite  House 
and  the  funeral  was  held  in  the  East  Room.    Lincolns'  le 
letter  to  the  parents  is  full  of  personal  sorrow. 

Another  great  sorrow  came  to  him  in  February  1862.  His 
second  son  Willie  was  taken  sick  and  died.     In  the  stress 
of  the  times  Lincoln  did  not  allow  his  hereavment  to 
interfere  v;ith  his  daily  tasks.     Ivlrs .  Lincoln  v/as  a 
Kentuckian,  and  many  of  her  relatives  fought  in  the 
Southern  Army. 

He  suffered  through  his  firt  term  as  President  and  second 
election  and  Inauguration.     He  bore  the  sorrows  of  the 
nation  in  his  heart  and  as  soon  as  there  was  sunshine  of 
comfort  through  the  cloud  of  sorrow  for  him,  he  v/as 
assassinated,  and  thus  passed  out  of  life. 

He  stands  out  in  history  as  glorified,  almost  accepted 
as  a  saint. 
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Born  in  the  lowlands  of  Kentucky,  limited  in  everything 
hut  hrains ,  he  overcame  the  limitation  of  educational 
chances  and  overcame  the  lack  of  social  advantages, 
and  made  himself  the  greatest  politician  that  this 
country  has  ever  knovm.     He  used  his  politics  as 
stepping  stones  to  reach  the  Presidency .of  these  United 
States.    He  was  a  national  figure  only  twenty  years, 
"but  in  that  time  he  accomplished  so  much  that  after  his 
passing  his  memory  and  name  is  held  v/ith  more  reverance 
than  any  other  American. 

There  has  "been  more  than  five  thousand  books  published 
about  him,  mors  than  any  other  man  that  has  lived 
except  one.      Every  word  he  spoke,  every  letter  he 
wrote,  if  possible  has  been  saved.    An  account  has  been 
made  of  his  every  day  doings  as  far  as  possible. 

Cf  all  the  great  scholars  that  studied  and  recorded  his 
life,  I  do  not  believe  that  anyone  of  them  have  fathomed 
the  true  Lincoln, 


